VIRGINIA
CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE

VOTE CHARTS -
2013 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

At the conclusion of each year’s Virginia General Assembly session, the Virginia Catholic Conference compiles
a report of votes taken by members of the Senate and House of Delegates on bills of particular interest to the
Conference.

During this year’s 46-day Virginia General Assembly session (January 9 to February 23), the Conference took
formal positions on more than 60 bills and budget amendments. The two charts that follow record the eight
Senate floor and committee votes and five House floor and committee votes that were focal points of
Conference advocacy.
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Descriptions of Senate Floor Votes

Religious Liberty for Student Groups: The House (73-27; see House chart) and Senate (22-18; see Senate chart) passed Conference-supported legislation to
prohibit the Commonwealth’s public colleges and universities from discriminating against student groups’ ability to operate based on religious, political, or
philosophical beliefs. This bill ensures that religious and political student organizations at Virginia’s public institutions of higher education can, in accord with
their respective missions, (1) order their internal affairs, (2) select their leaders and members, (3) define their doctrines, and (4) resolve their disputes.

Scholarship Tax Credit Program Improvements: The House (62-32; see House chart) and Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) approved several important
technical changes to the Education Improvement Scholarship program to assist scholarship foundations in administering the program. Supported by the
Conference and the McDonnell Administration, the program established last year — similar to programs already in place in eleven other states — establishes a tax
credit for K-12 scholarship donations by individuals and businesses. Included in this year’s legislation is a provision which will extend the tax credit through
2028.

Lease Termination for Victims of Domestic Violence: The House (88-11; see House chart) and Senate (40-0; see Senate chart) approved Conference-supported
legislation allowing victims of domestic violence or sexual assault to terminate their leases under specific circumstances.




Restoring Voting Rights: The Senate (30-10; see Senate chart) passed a Conference-supported, constitutional-amendment proposal that sought to automatically
restore voting rights for individuals convicted of non-violent felonies upon completion of their sentences. A similar measure was defeated in the House Privileges
and Elections Committee (6-1; see House chart).

Descriptions of Senate Committee Votes

Defunding Abortion of Disabled Children: Under the Medicaid program, the federal government funds abortions when the life of the eligible woman is at risk
and in cases of rape and incest, and in no other cases. This restriction on federal funding of abortion (in place since 1977) is called the Hyde policy. By funding
abortions in cases of the fetus' “physical deformity” or “mental deficiency,” Virginia is among the minority of states that fund abortions beyond the Hyde
circumstances. A bill offered this year would have conformed Virginia’s policy to the federal Hyde policy, but it was defeated by the Senate Education and Health
Committee (8-7; see Senate chart). The Conference supported the bill and opposes all abortion funding.

Maintain Abortion Clinic Regulations: A Conference-opposed measure would have repealed a 2011 law requiring the state Board of Health to regulate the
health and safety of abortion facilities. The Senate Education and Health Committee rejected the legislation (8-7; see Senate chart).

Maintain Ultrasound-Informed Consent: Conference-opposed legislation would have weakened Virginia’s informed consent law, by eliminating the 2012 law
that requires a transabdominal ultrasound prior to an abortion. The Senate Education and Health Committee defeated the bill (8-7; see Senate chart).

In-State Tuition for Childhood Arrivals: The Senate Education and Health Committee (8-7; see Senate chart) defeated Conference-supported legislation to
grant in-state tuition status to immigrant children who arrived in the United States before their 16™ birthday and have been granted Deferred Action status by the
federal government. Deferred Action status allows children who entered the United States before their 16" birthday and have never committed a crime to remain
lawfully present in the United States for a renewable period of two years. It does not grant permanent residency or citizenship.
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Descriptions of House Floor Votes

Religious Liberty for Student Groups: The House (73-27; see House chart) and Senate (22-18; see Senate chart) passed Conference-supported legislation to
prohibit the Commonwealth’s public colleges and universities from discriminating against student groups’ ability to operate based on religious, political, or
philosophical beliefs. This bill ensures that religious and political student organizations at Virginia’s public institutions of higher education can, in accord with
their respective missions, (1) order their internal affairs, (2) select their leaders and members, (3) define their doctrines, and (4) resolve their disputes.

Scholarship Tax Credit Program Improvements: The House (62-32; see House chart) and Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) approved several important
technical changes to the Education Improvement Scholarship program to assist scholarship foundations in administering the program. Supported by the
Conference and the McDonnell Administration, the program established last year — similar to programs already in place in eleven other states — establishes a tax
credit for K-12 scholarship donations by individuals and businesses. Included in this year’s legislation is a provision which will extend the tax credit through
2028.

Lease Termination for Victims of Domestic Violence: The House (88-11; see House chart) and Senate (40-0; see Senate chart) approved Conference-supported
legislation allowing victims of domestic violence or sexual assault to terminate their leases under specific circumstances.




Descriptions of House Committee Votes

In-State Tuition for Childhood Arrivals: The House Education Committee (17-4; see House chart) approved Conference-supported legislation to grant in-state
tuition status to immigrant children who arrived in the United States before their 16" birthday and have been granted Deferred Action status by the federal
government. Deferred Action status allows children who entered the United States before their 16" birthday and have never committed a crime to remain lawfully
present in the United States for a renewable period of two years. It does not grant permanent residency or citizenship. The bill was then referred to the House
Appropriations Committee, where it stalled when the committee declined to bring it to a vote.

Restoring Voting Rights: The House Privileges and Elections Committee (6-1; see House chart) defeated a Conference-supported, constitutional-amendment
proposal that sought to automatically restore voting rights for individuals convicted of non-violent felonies upon completion of their sentences. A similar measure
passed the Senate (30-10; see Senate chart).



