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VOTE CHARTS
2016 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

At the conclusion of the Virginia General Assembly session each year, the Virginia Catholic Conference

publishes a report of votes taken by members of the Senate and House of Delegates on bills of particular interest
to the Conference.

During this year’s 59-day General Assembly session (January 13 to March 11), the Conference took formal
positions on more than 100 bills and budget amendments. The two charts that follow record nine Senate floor
and committee votes and ten House floor and committee votes that were focal points of Catholic advocacy.

The Virginia Catholic Conference is the public-policy agency representing Virginia’s Catholic bishops and their two dioceses. To sign up for
Conference email alerts and updates, please visit www.vacatholic.org.



http://www.vacatholic.org/
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Descriptions of Senate Floor Votes

Defunding Abortion Industry-Conference-supported legislation passed by the Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) and House (64-35; see House chart) would
prohibit the state from contracting with or providing grants to Planned Parenthood and others in the abortion-on-demand business. The bill also would divert public
health funds away from the abortion industry and toward vital community health centers. Governor McAuliffe has vetoed the bill.

Blocking Electric Chair Expansion-The Senate (22-17; see Senate chart) and House (65-34-1; see House chart) passed a draconian, Conference-opposed bill that
would return Virginia’s electric chair to regular use whenever the state says lethal drugs are not available “for any reason” after “reasonable efforts.”

Protecting Religious Liberty-Conference-supported legislation that would ensure that clergy and religious organizations are not penalized by the government for
following the teaching that marriage is between a man and a woman passed the Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) and House (59-38; see House chart). Governor
McAuliffe has vetoed the bill.

Improving Scholarship Tax Credits-Conference-supported legislation passed by the Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) and House (65-34; see House chart) would
increase the number of days that scholarship foundations participating in the Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credits (EISTC) program may use to
process donations and convert donations of marketable securities into cash.

Increasing Grand Larceny Threshold-Conference-supported legislation to increase the threshold for grand larceny from $200 to $500 passed the Senate (26-14;
see Senate chart) but was later defeated by a House committee. Virginia currently has one of the lowest grand larceny thresholds in the nation.

Descriptions of Senate Committee Votes

Opportunity to View an Ultrasound-Conference-opposed legislation that would have eliminated the requirements that a transabdominal ultrasound be performed
at least 24 hours before an abortion and that mothers be provided the opportunity to see the ultrasound was defeated in a Senate committee (8-7; see Senate chart).
The same bill was also defeated in a House committee without a recorded vote.

Prohibiting Taxpayer-Funded Abortion-on-Demand-A Senate committee defeated (10-4; see Senate chart) Conference-opposed legislation that would have
repealed the General Assembly’s 2013 decision to opt-out of abortion-on-demand coverage in health plans offered on the federal health exchange in Virginia.
Under Virginia’s opt-out law, health plans cannot participate in the exchange if they cover abortions beyond the federal Hyde Amendment cases (danger to life of
the mother, rape and incest). The same bill was also defeated in a House committee without a recorded vote.

Death Penalty Moratorium-Conference-supported legislation to put a moratorium on the death penalty in Virginia pending the completion of a legislative study
was defeated by a Senate committee (9-6; see Senate chart).

Driver’s Licenses for Immigrants-The Conference supported legislation that would have allowed the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue temporary driver's
licenses to applicants who are currently denied licenses due to their federal immigration status, in order to promote public safety and encourage safe transport of
individuals to church, work and school. Unfortunately, a Senate committee defeated the bill (7-6; see Senate chart). Similar bills offered in the House were carried
over to the 2017 session for further study.
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Descriptions of House Floor Votes

Defunding Abortion Industry-Conference-supported legislation enacted by the House (64-35; see House chart) and Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) would
prohibit the state from contracting with or providing grants to Planned Parenthood and others in the abortion-on-demand business. The bill also would divert public
health funds away from the abortion industry and toward vital community health centers. Governor McAuliffe has vetoed the bill.




Restricting Abortion Funding-The House adopted (64-34-1; see House chart) a Conference-supported budget amendment restoring restrictions against abortion
funding that had been in place since the McDonnell administration, which Governor McAuliffe removed when he introduced his budget. The Senate budget also
restores the McDonnell restrictions. A floor amendment to further restrict abortion funding was offered by Delegate Bob Marshall, but it did not receive a recorded
vote.

Blocking Electric Chair Expansion-The House (65-34-1; see House chart) and Senate (22-17; see Senate chart) passed a draconian, Conference-opposed bill that
would return Virginia’s electric chair to regular use whenever the state says lethal drugs are not available “for any reason” after “reasonable efforts.”

Protecting Religious Liberty-Conference-supported legislation that would ensure that clergy and religious organizations are not penalized by the government for
following the teaching that marriage is between a man and a woman passed the House (59-38; see House chart) and Senate (21-19; see Senate chart). Governor
McAuliffe has vetoed the bill.

Prohibiting Taxpayer-Funded Contraception-The House removed funding (64-35; see House chart) for a Conference-opposed program proposed by Governor
McAuliffe that would have aggressively promoted and provided “long-acting reversible contraception,” such as [UDs and skin implants, to low-income Virginia
women and teens. The Senate budget also eliminated funding for this program.

Closing Health Coverage Gap-The House voted (66-34; see House chart) to eliminate Conference-supported funding proposed in Governor McAuliffe’s budget
to expand Medicaid to some 400,000 uninsured Virginians. The Senate budget also eliminated this proposed funding.

Improving Scholarship Tax Credits-Conference-supported legislation passed by the House (65-34; see House chart) and Senate (21-19; see Senate chart) would
increase the number of days that scholarship foundations participating in the Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credits (EISTC) program may use to
process donations and convert donations of marketable securities into cash.

Descriptions of House Committee Votes

Welcoming Refugees-A House committee passed (15-7; see House chart) Conference-opposed legislation that would have prevented state agencies from
providing assistance for refugee resettlement unless the refugee has been certified by multiple federal agencies as not posing a threat to national security. The
measure was later defeated in another House committee. Refugees already undergo an extensive process of multiple background checks, screenings and security
clearances.

Protecting Student Privacy-Conference-supported legislation that would have required that public school bathrooms, locker rooms and showers accessible by
multiple students at the same time could only be used by students of the same biological sex was defeated in a House committee (8-14; see House chart).

Increasing Scholarship Tax Credits-Conference-supported legislation to increase the tax credit percentage for the EISTC program from 65% to 90% was
defeated in a House committee (9-13; see House chart).

Dated: April 1, 2016



